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Sri Upadesamrta
— The Ambrosial Advice —
by Srila Ripa Gosvami

vaco vegam manasah krodha-vegam

of speech the impetus of the mind (ag1tat10n) of anger the onset

Jjihva-vegam udaropastha-vegam

of the tongue the vehemence of the belly and genitals the urge

etan vegan yo visaheta dhirah

these urges who cansubdue sober person
sarvam apimam prthivim sa sisyat
entire even this world he can instruct

(1) A wise and self-composed person who can subdue the impetus to speak, the agitation of the
mind, the onset of anger, the vehemence of the tongue, the urge of the belly and the agitation of the
genitals can instruct the entire world. In other words, all persons may become disciples of such a self-
controlled person.

atyaharah prayasas ca | prajalpo niyamagrahah
overeatm% or too endeavours opposed and idle talks  rules and too much attachment to
much collecting to bhakti regulations  too much neglect of

Jana-sangas ca laulyam ca | sadbhir bhaktir vinasyati

association with worldly- and ardent lon fmg and by these six pure devotion is destroyed
minded persons or gree

(2) Bhakti is destroyed by the following six kinds of faults: (1) eating too much or collecting more than
necessary, (2) endeavours which are opposed to bhakti, (3) useless mundane talks, (4) failure to adopt

essential regulations or fanatical adherence to regulations, (5) association with persons who are
opposed to bhakti, and (6) greed or the restlessness of the mind to adopt worthless opinions.

utsahan niscayad dhairyat | tat-tat-karma-pravartanat
by enthusiasm by firm faith by fortitude various activities favourable by performing
for devotional service

sanga-tyagat sato vrtteh | sadbhir bhaktih prasidhyati

by giving up the of pure by following by these six pure devotion advances or becomes
association of devotees in the footsteps successful
nondevotees

(3) Progress in bhakti may be obtained by the following six practices: (1) enthusiasm to carry out the
rules which enhance bhakti, (2) firm faith in the statements of the sastra and the guru whose words are
fully in line with the Sastra, (3) fortitude in the practice of bhakti, even in the midst of obstacles, or
patience during the practice stage of bhakti, even when there is delay in attaining one’s desired goal,
(4) following the limbs of bhakti such as hearing (sravana) and chanting (kirtana) and giving up one’s
material sense enjoyment for the pleasure of Sri Krsna, (5) giving up illicit connection with women,
the association of those who are overly attached to women and the association of mayavadis, atheists
and pseudo-religionists, and (6) adopting the good behaviour and character of pure devotees.

dadati pratigrhnati /| guhyam akhyati prcchati

giving charity  accepting in return confidential realisations revealing inquiring

bhunkte bhojayate caiva | sad-vidham priti-laksanam

eatig remnants serving prasada also spec1f1cally these six kinds of loving association symptoms

(4) Offering pure devotees items in accordance with their requirements, accepting prasadi or rem-
nant items given by pure devotees, revealing to devotees one’s confidential realisations concerning
bhajana, inquiring from them about their confidential realisations, eating with great love the prasada
remnants given by devotees and lovingly feeding them prasdda—these are the six symptoms of loving
association with devotees.
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[vasanta-tilaka meter]

krsneti yasya giri tam manasddriyeta
name of Krsna thus inwhose speech that within one should
person the mind  respect

diksdasti cet pranatibhis ca bhajantam isam

initiation he has if by offering prandma also who performs bhajana of Bhagavan

susrusaya bhajana-vijiam ananyam anya-
with all types a self-realised vaisnava  who is an exclusive
of service who performs bhajana devotee of Krsna

nindadi-sunya-hrdam ipsita—sanga-labdhyad
of blasphemy completely whose desirable association by gaining
of others, etc  devoid heart

(5) One who takes krsna-nama just once by calling out “O Krsna!” is a neophyte devotee
(kanistha-adhikari). One should consider him to be his family member and silently respect him.
One who, fully understanding the principle of diksd, has accepted initiation from a qualified guru
and performs bhajana of Bhagavan in accordance with the Vaisnava conventions is an intermedi-
ate devotee (madhyama-adhikari). One should respect such a devotee who is endowed with the
correct understanding of reality and illusion by offering prandama unto him and so forth. One who
is conversant with the science of bhajana as described in the Srimad-Bhagavatam and other
Vaisnava scriptures and who performs exclusive bhajana of Sri Krsna is a maha-bhagavata devotee.
Due to his undeviating absorption in Krsna, the pure heart of such a devotee is free from faults
such as the tendency to criticise others. He is expert in bhajana, meaning that he mentally renders
service (manasa-seva) to Sr1 Radha-Krsna’s pastimes which take place during the eight segments
of the day (asta-kaliya-lila). Knowing him to be a topmost devotee whose heart is established in
the particular mood of service to Sri Radha-Krsna for which one aspires and who is affectionately
disposed towards oneself, one should honour him by offering dandavat-pranama (pranipata), mak-
ing relevant inquiry (pariprasna) and rendering service (seva) with great love.

drstaih svabhava—janitair vapusas ca dosair
seeing due to the defects stemming  of the body and due to the faults
from his nature

na prakrtatvam iha bhakta janasya pasyet

not  with material vision in this world  of a devotee one should see

gangambhasam na khalu budbuda-phena-pankair

of the Ganges waters not certainly by the presence of bubbles, foam and mud

brahma—dravatvam apagacchati nira—dharmaih

the transcendental nature is spoiled due to the nature of water

(6) Devotees situated in this material world should not be viewed with material vision; in other words,
one should not consider them to be ordinary conditioned souls. The imperfections visible in their
natures, such as birth in a low caste, harshness, lethargy and so forth, and the imperfections visible in
their bodies such as ugly features, disease, deformities and so forth, are precisely like the appearance
of bubbles, foam and mud in the Ganges. Despite such apparent pollution in the water of the Ganges,
she retains her nature as liquefied transcendence. Similarly, the self-realised Vaisnavas always exist on
the transcendental plane and one should not attribute material defects to them.
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syat krsna-nama-caritadi-sitapy avidya-

is of Krsna names, form, qualities sugar even of ignorance
and pastimes candy
pittopatapta-rasanasya na rocika nu
by the jaundice afflicted to the tongue not  tasteful  aho!

kintv adarad anudinam khalu saiva justa

but with respect or faith constantly certainly that very candy when taken

svadvi kramad bhavati tad-gada-miula-hantri

very tasteful then gradually it becomes and that disease to the root destroys

(7) Aho! Those whose tongues are afflicted by the jaundice of avidya (or, in other words, those who
are afflicted by the ignorance born of being indifferent to Sri Krsna from a time without beginning)
cannot relish the nectarine names, form, qualities and pastimes of Sri Krsna, which are compared
to the sweetest sugar-candy. Instead, these attributes taste bitter to them. But if with great faith one
regularly takes this sugar-candy of chanting and hearing the transcendental names, form, qualities
and pastimes of Sti Krsna, it gradually becomes relishable to him and destroys at the root his disease,
the jaundice of avidya or indifference to Sri Krsna. In other words, he becomes spontaneously
attached to Sri Krsna.

tan—-nama-rupa-caritadi-sukirtananu—

of Him names, form, qualities and pastimes in meticulous chanting

smrtyoh kramena rasana-manasi niyojya

and remembrance  sequentially  the tongue and the mind by engaging

tisthan vraje tad-anuragi jananugami

living in Vraja to Krsna attached persons following
kalam nayed akhilam ity upadesa-saram
all his time one should utilize of all this  instructions is the essence

(8) While living in Vraja as a follower of the eternal residents of Vraja who possess inherent sponta-
neous love for Sri Krsna, one should utilise all his time by sequentially engaging the tongue and the
mind in meticulous chanting and remembrance of Krsna’s names, form, qualities and pastimes. This
is the essence of all instruction.

[sardila-vikridita meter]

vaikunthaj janito vara madhu-puri tatrapi rasotsavad

than Vaikuntha because  better the abode of Mathura even than because of the festival

of birth that of the rasa dance
vrndaranyam udara-pani-ramanat tatrapi govardhanah
the forest of Vrndavana of Lord Krsna because of playful even than Govardhana Hill
pastimes that

radha-kundam ihapi gokula-pateh premamrtaplavanat
Sri Radha-kunda even than this of the master of Gokula in the nectar due to immersing
of divine love those

kuryad asya virajato giri-tate sevam viveki na kah
would not to this pond situated at the foot of ~ service intelligent not who
render Govardhana Hill person

(9) Due to Sri Krsna’s having taken birth there, the abode of Mathura is superior even to Vaikuntha,
the realm of spiritual opulence. Superior to Mathura is the forest of Vrndavana because there the fes-
tival of the rasa dance took place. Superior to Vrndavana forest is Govardhana Hill because Sri Krsna
raised it with His lotus hand and performed many pastimes there with His devotees. Yet superior even
to Govardhana Hill is Sri Radha-kunda because it immerses one in the nectar of Sri Krsna’s divine
love. What intelligent person would not desire to render service to this magnificent pond, which is
splendidly situated at the base of Govardhana Hill?
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karmibhyah parito hareh priyataya vyaktim yayur jhaninas

than fruitive workers in all respects to Sr1Hari as being more dear distinction have attained jfianis

tebhyo jiiana-vimukta-bhakti-paramah premaika-nisthas tatah

than them those who have abandoned those engaged in those who have attained than them
the pursuit of knowledge devotional service pure love of God
tebhyas tah pasu-pala-pankaja-drsas tabhyo ’pi sa radhika
than them those maintainers of the cows lotus eyed above all even that  Radhika
prestha tadvad iyam tadiya-sarasi tam nasrayet kah krti
very dear similarly this Her pond Radha-kunda not would take who most
shelter of fortunate

(10) One who selflessly performs virtuous acts in accordance with the path of karma-yoga is superior
to those who merely seek to fulfil their selfish desires. The brahma-jianis, who by dint of their spiri-
tual knowledge are transcendental to the three modes of material nature, are more dear to Sri Krsna
than those pious followers of the karma path who are forever occupied in performing virtuous deeds.
More dear to Sri Krsna than the brahma-jiianis are His devotees like Sanaka, who have abandoned
the pursuit of knowledge and who consider bhakti alone to be the best path. In doing so, they have fol-
lowed the statement in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.3): jfiane prayasam udapasya—one should abandon
the endeavour for knowledge. Pure devotees like Narada, who are resolutely fixed in prema for Krsna,
are even more dear to Him than all such devotees. The vraja-gopis, whose very lives belong solely to
Krsna, are even more beloved to Him than all such loving (premi) devotees. Amongst all those beloved
gopis, Srimati Radhika is more dear to Sri Krsna than His own life; in precisely the same way, He dear-
ly loves Her pond, Sri Radha-kunda. Therefore, what highly fortunate, spiritually intelligent person
would not reside on the banks of Sri Radha-kunda in a state of transcendental consciousness, per-
forming bhajana of Sti Krsna’s eightfold daily pastimes?

[manda-kranta meter]

krsnasyoccaih pranaya-vasatih preyasibhyo ‘pi radha

of Sri Krsna is the foremost of love object amongst all lovable gopis even Sri Radha

kundam casya munibhir abhitas tadrg eva vyadhayi

pond also Her by greatsages in all respects isjust so  this has been established

yat presthair apy alam asulabham kim punar bhakti-bhdajam

which for dear devotees even isimmensely difficult to attain what to speak of other sadhakas

tat premedam sakrd api sarah snatur aviskaroti

that gopi-prema this just once pond upon one who bestows
simply bathes

(11) After thorough deliberation on the matter, the sages have unanimously declared (in the Padma
Purana) that just as amongst all the gopis Srimati Radhika is the foremost object of Sri Krsna’s great
love, in precisely the same way this pond of Hers is also the topmost object of His love. Upon one who
simply bathes in its waters just once with great devotion, Sti Radha-kunda bestows that rare treasure
of gopi-prema which is so immensely difficult to attain even for such dear devotees of Bhagavan as
Narada—what to speak of ordinary sadhakas.
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Sri1 Siksastakam
Spoken by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

[sardala-vikridita meter]

ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-mahd-davagni-nirvapanam

of the heart the mirror which cleanses of material existence the blazing forest fire which extinguishes

sreyah—kairava—candrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhu—jivanam

of good fortune the white lotus the moonshine which spreads of the knowledge (wife) the life and soul

anandambudhi-vardhanam prati-padam purnamrtasvadanam

of bliss  the ocean which expands at every step complete nectar enables one to taste

sar vatma—snapanam param vyayate A\YA l—k_l‘ sna—sanklr fanam

of the atma bathes and cools ~ supreme let there  of the holy name  for the chanting
be victory of Sri Krsna
(1) Let there be supreme victory for the chanting of the holy name of Sri Krsna, which cleanses the
mirror of the heart and completely extinguishes the blazing forest fire of material existence. Sri-krsna-
sankirtana diffuses the soothing moon rays of bhava which cause the white lotus of good fortune for
the jivas to bloom. The holy name is the life and soul of transcendental knowledge, since Vidya (divya
Sarasvati-devi) is Sr1 Nama Prabhu's consort. It continuously increases the ocean of transcendental
bliss, enabling one to taste complete nectar at every step. The holy name thoroughly bathes and cools
the body, mind and soul.

[vasanta-tilaka meter]

namnam akari bahudha nija-sarva-saktis

the holy names You have innumerable all the potencies of Your
of the Lord  manifested respective personal forms

tatrarpita niyamitah smarane na kalah

in that bestowed restricted in remembering not consideration of time

etadrsi tava krpa bhagavan mamapi
so great Your  mercy O Lord My although

durdaivam idrsam ihdjani nanuragah

misfortune such inthis was born not attachment

(2) O Bhagavan! Your holy name bestows all auspiciousness upon the living entities. Therefore, for
the benefit of the jivas, You eternally manifest Your innumerable names, such as Rama, Narayana,
Krsna, Mukunda, Madhava, Govinda, and Damodara. You have invested those names with all the
potencies of their respective forms. Out of causeless mercy, You have not even imposed any restric-
tions on the chanting and remembrance of such names. Nonetheless, I am so unfortunate due to com-
mitting offences that I have no attachment for Your holy name, which is so easily accessible and
bestows all good fortune.

trnad api sunicena | taror api sahisnuna

than downtrodden grass even  being lower than a tree even being more tolerant
amanina manadena | kirtaniyah sada harih
being prideless giving respect to all always incessantly chant the holy name of Sti Hari

(3) Thinking oneself to be even lower and more worthless than the insignificant grass which is tram-
pled beneath the feet of all, being more tolerant than a tree, accepting no honour, but offering
respect to all others according to their respective positions, one should continuously chant the holy
name of Sri Hari.

[viyogini meter]

na dhanam na janam na sundarim

not wealth not followers not a very beautiful woman
kavitam va jagadisa kamaye
mundane knowledge or O Lord of I desire
expressed in poetic the universe!

language



6 SRI SIKSASTAKAM

mama janmani janmanisvare
My in birth after birth O Pranesvara,

bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi

may have devotional service unadulterated unto You

(4) O Jagadisa! I do not desire wealth, followers such as wife, sons, friends and relatives, nor mundane
knowledge expressed in poetic language. My only desire, O Pranesvara, is that in birth after birth I
may have ahaituki-bhakti unto Your lotus feet.

ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram

0] of Nanda son your eternal servant

patitam mam visame bhavambudhau
fallen Me the dreadful ocean of material existence
krpaya tava pada-pankaja-
by causeless mercy  Your lotus feet

sthita—dhuli-sadrsam vicintaya

situated at  like a particle of dust please consider

(5) O Nanda-nandana! Please be merciful upon me, your eternal servant, fallen in the turbulent ocean
of material existence as a result of my fruitive actions. Please consider me as a particle of dust affixed
to Your lotus feet and accept me forever as Your indentured servant.

nayanam galad-asru-dharaya

eyes flooded by a stream of tears
vadanam gadgada-ruddhaya gira
my throat stammering  with a choked  voice

pulakair nicitam vapuh kada

and pervaded by rows of hair all the limbs when?
standing erect due to ecstacy of my body

tava nama-grahane bhavisyati

Your holy name at the time of éhanting will be

(6) O Prabhu! When will my eyes be filled with a stream of tears? When will my voice choke up? And
when will the hairs of my body stand erect in ecstasy as I chant Your holy name?

yugayitam nimesena | caksusa pravrsayitam

seems like a millenium even a moment from my eyes tears falling like torrents of rain
sunyayitam jagat sarvam | govinda-virahena me
seems void this world entire from Govinda in separation to me

(7) O sakhi! In separation from Govinda, even a moment seems like a millennium. Tears begin to
shower from my eyes like rain from the clouds, and this entire world seems void.

[indra-vamsa / vamsa-sthavila meter]
aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam

by a deep embrace or attached to the service let Him crush Me
of His lotus feet ~ (make me His very own)

adarsanan marma-hatam karotu va

by not being visible brokenhearted let Him make or
yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato
whatever He likes  or let Him do that debauchee

mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva ndparah

is the Lord of My life nonetheless He only not anyone else

(8) Let Krsna tightly embrace this maidservant who is attached to the service of His lotus feet, and
thus make me His very own. Or let Him break my heart by not being present before me. He is a
debauchee and can do whatever He likes. Even if He cavorts with other lovers directly in front of me,
He is still my prananatha. 1 have no one other than Him.
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Sri Sva-niyama-dasakam
by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

[sikharini meter]

gurau mantre namni prabhuvara-sacigarbhaja—pade

for my spiritual the Gayatri the holy name, the best of Lords  who was born from  the feet,

master, mantra, mother Saci’s womb
svarupe Ssri-riupe gana-yuji tadiya-prathamaje
Svariipa Damodara, SriRipa and their associates, his elder brother,
girindre gandharva-sarasi madhu-puryam vraja-vane
the king of hills, Gandharvika’s lake, the Mathura-dhama, the forest of Vraja
vraje bhakte gosthdlayisu param dstam mama ratih
the Vraja, the devotee, the residents of Vraja  greatly may be my love

(1) May I always have great love for Sri Gurudeva, the Gayatri mantras which he has given me, Sri
Hari-nama, the lotus feet of the greatest of all Lords, who has appeared from the womb of mother
Saci, Sri Svariapa Damodara Gosvami and his followers, Sri Riipa Gosvami and his elder brother Sri
Sanatana Gosvami, the king of hills Sri Giriraja Govardhana, Gandharvika’s lake Sri Radha-kunda,
Sri Mathura-dhama, the forests of Vraja Sri Vrndavana, the kingdom of Vraja, the pure devotees of
Krsna and the residents of Vraja.

na canyatra ksetre hari-tanu-sanathe ‘pi sujanad

not and elsewhere inaplace of Lord Hari deity having even great devotees
rasasvadam premnda dadhad api vasami ksanam api
bhakti-rasa relishing with love doing even I reside for a moment even
samam tv etad gramyavalibhir abhitanvann api katham
with but that low-caste villagers holding even talks
vidhasye samvdsam vraja-bhuvana eva prati-bhavam
I shall do residence of Vraja  intheland indeed every birth

(2) Not even for one moment will I reside in any other place than Vraja, even if a Deity of Sri Hari is
installed in that place and even if I can lovingly relish bhakti-rasa in the company of the Vaisnavas who
reside there. Birth after birth I will reside in the land of Vraja, even if I may be engaged in idle con-
versation with the residents there.

sada radha-krsnocchalad-atula-khela—-sthala-yujam

always of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna rising incomparable pastimes  place endowed

vrajam santyajyaitad yuga-virahito ’‘pi trutim api
Vraja leaving this fromthe Dbecause of even a moment even
divine couple separation

punar dvaravatyam yadu-patim api praudha-vibhavaih

again in Dvaraka the king of the Yadus even great with opulences
sphurantam tad vacapi ca na hi calamiksitum api
manifesting that withwords even and not Igo to see even

(3) Even if the immensely opulence king of the Yadus were to personally invite me to go see Him there
and even if I had been feeling separation from Him for millenniums, not for one moment would I
leave the incomparable place where Sri Sri Radha-Krsna have performed Their pastimes, Sri Vraja-
bhiimi, to go to that Sri Dvaraka-puri.

gatonmadai radha sphurati harind slista-hrdayad

gone out of madness Sri Radha manifested by Lord Hari embraced to the chest

sphutam dvaravatyam iti yadi-srnomi-sruti—tate

clearly in Dvaraka thus if Ihear  on the surface of the ears
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tad aham tatraivoddhata-mati patami vraja—purat

then I there indeed excited at heart I fall from Vrajapura
samuddiya svantadhika-gati khagendrad api javat
flying own greater movement than Garuda, even faster

(4) But if I were to hear with my own ears that, overcome with the madness of divine love, Srimati
Radhika has gone to Dvaraka and is together there with Sr1 Krsna, then at that very moment I would
leave Sr1 Vrndavana and with a proud heart fly there even faster than Garuda.

anadih sadir va patur ati-mrdur va prati-pada-

begininngless with a or harsh very gentle or atevery moment
beginning

pramilat-karunyah praguna-karunda-hina iti va

expanding mercy excellent mercy without thus or

maha-vaikunthesadhika iha naro va vraja-pater
of the great Vaikuntha the king greate here an ordinary man or of Vraja of the king

ayam sunur gosthe prati—-jani mamastam prabhu-varah
this son in Vraja inevery birth of me may be the supreme master
(5) Whether He is with or without a beginning, whether He is hard or very soft, whether He is merci-
ful at every step or thoroughly merciless, whether He is more exalted than the master of Vaikuntha,

Sri Narayana, or just an ordinary man, Sti Nandaraya’s son who is magnificently situated in the land
of Vraja is my Lord birth after birth.

anadrtyodgitam api muni-ganair vainika-mukhaih
not worshiping glorified even by the great sages headed by Narada
pravinam gandharvam api ca nigamais tat priyatamam
exalted Sti Gandharva also and bythevedas that dearmost beloved
yah ekam govindam bhajati kapati dambhikataya
who alone Lord Govinda worships cheater with hypocrisy

tad-abhyarne sirne ksanam api na yami vratam idam

that near Him atall foramoment even not Ishallgo VOW this
(6) Not even for one moment will I take the dry association of a hypocritical person who vainly

worships Sri Govinda alone and does not worship Sri Gandharva, who has been declared by the
munis headed by Narada Rsi and by all the scriptures to be Krsna’s dearmost beloved.

ajande radheti sphurad-abhidhaya sikta—janaya-
in the universe =~ Radha thus splendid name sprinkled  person
, - - . . o . .
naya sakam krsnam bhajati ya iha prema-namitah
by Her with Krsna worships ~ who here love bowed with
param praksalyaitac-carana-kamale taj—jalam aho
greatly washing his feet lotus that  water ah!
muda pitva sasvdac chirasi ca vahami prati-dinam
blissfully drinking continually on the head and I carry every day
(7) The eminent and splendid name of “Sri Radha” immerses everyone in prema, and that person in
this universe who lovingly offers pranama unto and worships Srimati Radhika accompanied by Sri

Krsna—aho! 1 daily wash the lotus feet of that person, perpetually drink his caranamrta with great
delight, and carry that person on my head.
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parityaktah preyo—jana-samudayair badham asudhir

abandoned by my dear friends certainly ignorant
durandho nirandhram kadana-bhara-vardhau nipatitah
blind always of sufferings full in an ocean fallen
trnam dantair dastva catubhir abhiyace ’dya krpaya
a blade of straw in the teeth biting fervently pray today mercifully
svayam sri-gandharva sva-pada-nalinantam nayatu mam
personally O Sri Gandharva own feet lotus close by  please lead me

(8) Abandoned by my dear friends headed by Sti Riipa and Sri Sanatana, ignorant, blind, and having
fallen into an ocean which is filled with various miseries, today I take a blade of straw in my teeth and
fervently pray that St Gandharvika Herself will be merciful and lead me to Her lotus feet.

vrajotpanna-ksirasana-vasana-patradibhir aham

in Vraja produced milk food garments plates and so on I
padarthair nirvahya vyavahrtim adambham sa-niyamah
with all these things  performing acting humbly in a regulated manner

vasam isa-kunde giri-kula—vare caiva samaye

I will live at Rédha-kfmda at the king of mountains and indeed when the time comes

marisye tu presthe sarasi khalu jivadi-puratah

I will give up certainly at the dear lake indeed in the presence of the devotees
my life headed by Sri Jiva Gosvami

(9) Humbly maintaining my life with the milk and using clothes, plates and other articles produced in
Vraja-dhama, I will live in a regulated manner at Sri Radha-kunda and Girirdja Govardhana, and
when the time comes, on the bank of my beloved Sri Radha-kunda I will give up my life in the pres-
ence of the devotees headed by Sri Jiva Gosvami.

sphural-laksmi-laksmi-vraja-vijayi-laksmi-bhara-lasad
splendid beauty of Laksmi of Vraja defeating of beauty an abundance splendid
vapuh sri-gandharva-smara-nikara divyad—giribhrtoh
form Sri Gandharva of Cupids multitude  splendid Sti Giridhari
vidhasye kunjadau vividha-varivasyah sa-rabhasam
Iwill do in the groves and elsewhere various services earnestly
rahah sri-rupakhya-priyatama—janasyaiva caramah
in a secluded place SriRipa named of the dear friend  of the person following
(10) Following in the footsteps of my dearly beloved friend named Sri Riipa, in secluded kusjas and
other places I will blissfully render various services to Sri Gandharvika, who defeats the beauty of

all the Vraja-gopis, who are themselves more beautiful than all the goddesses of fortune, and Sri
Giridhari, who is lustrous like a multitude of Kama-devas.

krtam kenapy etan nija-niyama-samsi-stavam imam
composed by someone  this own VOWS a praise or prayer this

pathed yo visrabdhah priya-yugala-riipe ’rpita-mandh

reads whoever  with faith of the dear divine couple in the form offers heart

drdham gosthe hrsto vasati vasatim prdapya samaye

firmly in Vraja  blissful residence obtain at the appropriate time

muda radha-krsnau bhajati sa hi tenaiva sahitah
joyfully  to SriSri Radha-Krsna  worships he definitely of him  in the company

(11) Whoever offers his heart unto the ripa of the Divine Couple (or unto Their loving servant Sri
Riapa) and with faith recites this prayer of self-imposed regulative principles which has been com-
posed by some mendicant, will at the appropriate time obtain blissful residence in Vraja-dhama where
they will definitely render joyful service to Sti Sr1 Radha-Krsna in the company of Sri Riipa.
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Sri Nityanandastakam
by Srila Vindavana dasa Thakura

[sikharini meter]

sarac—candra-bhrantim sphurad-amala-kantim gaja-gatim
autumn  the moon mocks, glistening pure splendid beauty, of elephant
graceful gait,

hari-premonmattam dhrta—parama-sattvam smita—mukham

by Krsna-prema maddened, embodies pure spiritual energy, smiling face,

sada ghurnan-netram kara-kalita—vetram kali-bhidam

always rolling eyes, whose hand holds glowing staff, Kali-yuga piercing,

bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree the root perpetually.

(1) 1 perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, whose bright face
mocks the full autumn moon, whose pure complexion glistens, whose gait is like that of an intoxicat-
ed elephant, who is always mad in krsna-prema, who is the personification of pure spiritual energy,
whose face wears a gentle smile, whose eyes are always rolling due to His absorption in krsna-prema,
whose lotus hand is beautified with a staff, and who by the performance of nama-sankirtana pierces
the influence of Kali-yuga.

rasanam-agaram svajana-gana-sarvasvam-atulam
of all the rasas  mainstay, ofHis devotees tomultitude everything, beyond compare,
tadiyaika-prana-pratima-vasudha—jahnava-patim

His own only prana measured of Vasudha and Jahnava devi master,

sada premonmadam param-aviditam manda-manasam

always in prema maddened, the supreme Lord unknown to those of meagre intelligence,

bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru—-kandam niravadhi
I worship  Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree  the root perpetually.

(2) 1 perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who is the main-
stay of all the rasas, who is everything to His devotees, who is beyond compare, who is the master of
both Vasudha and Jahnava-devi who consider Him more dear than their own lives, who is always
maddened in krsna-prema, and who is unknown only to those of meagre intelligence.

saci-sunu-prestham nikhila-jagad-istam sukha-mayam

of Saci-devi to the son very dear, entire by the universe worshiped, of happiness embodiment,
kalau majjaj—jivoddharana-karanoddama—karunam
in the Kali-yuga immersed jiva rescue cause great mercy,

harer-akhyanad-va bhava—-jaladhi-garvonnati haram

of Lord Hari bychantngnama or ofmaterial oftheocean ofthe increase removing,

existence pride
bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree the root perpetually.

(3) I perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who is very dear to
Sri Saci-nandana, who is worshiped by the entire universe, who is the embodiment of happiness,
whose infinite mercy is the means for delivering the souls who are drowning in the age of Kali, and
who by performing sri-harinama-sankirtana eradicates the swelling false pride of the ocean of repeat-
ed birth and death.

aye bhratar-nrnam kali-kalusinam kin-nu bhavita

(to Gaura) Oh brother! of the people of age of Kali full of the sins, how much more will be ?

tatha prayascittam racaya yad-andydsata ime

in that way redeem please devise, because  with ease these
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vrajanti tvam-ittham saha bhagavata mantrayati yo

g0 toyou in this way with the Lord conusels who,

bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree  the root perpetually.

(4) I perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krspa-bhakti tree, who said to Sri
Krsna Caitanya, “He brother Gauranga! What will be the destination of the sinful souls of Kali-yuga
and how will they be redeemed? Please devise a method by which they will easily attain You.”

yathestam re bhratah! kuru hari-hari-dhvanam-anisam

(to people) if youwish O  brother! please perform Hari-Hari sound constantly,
tato vah samsarambudhi-tarana-dayo mayi laget
therefore of you of samsara of the ocean the crossing  gift tome  may be
idam bahu-sphotair-atati ratayan yah prati-grham
this  of the arms  raising walks, shouting who to every house,
bhaje nityanandam bhajana—-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree the root perpetually.

(5) I perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who wandering
around Bengal, approached the door of every home, and with upraised arms exclaimed, “O Brothers!
Without inhibition all of you together, continuously chant sri-harinama. If you do so, I will take the
responsibility to deliver you from the ocean of material existence.”

balat samsarambhonidhi-harana-kumbhodbhavam—-aho

forcibly  of samsara the ocean swallows Agastya Muni (who is) Oh!

satam sreyah—-sindhunnati-kumuda-bandhum samuditam

of the saintly of the welfare the ocean increases, of the lotus the friend (the moon) rising,
devotees

khala-sreni—sphurjat-timira—hara-surya—prabham-aham
of miscreants various  manifested darkness dissipates  sun splendour I

bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree the root perpetually.

(6) I eternally worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who is the Agastya
Muni who forcibly swallows the ocean of repeated birth and death, who is a rising full moon which
causes the ocean of the saintly persons’ welfare (their biavas) to swell, and who is the sun whose bril-
liant rays dissipate the darkness of ignorance cast by the various classes of miscreants.

natantam gayantam harim-anuvadantam pathi pathi

dancing, singing, Hari calling out on every path,
vrajantam pasyantam svam-api na dayantam jana-ganam
wandering, seeing own relative not sympathizing of the people multitude
prakurvantam santam sa-karuna-drg-antah prakalanad
doing the saintly devotees with ~ mercy of the eyes corner slightly,
bhaje nityanandam bhajana—-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree  the root perpetually.

(7) I eternally worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who wandered on
every path in Bengal dancing, singing, and calling out “Hari bol! Hari bol!” and who lovingly bestowed
merciful sidelong glances upon those who were not compassionate to even their own selves.

su-bibhranam bhratuh kara-sarasi—-jam komalataram
nicely holding of His brother hand lotus very soft and beautiful,

mitho vaktralokocchalita—paramananda-hrdayam

each other’s face bygazing arisen highest bliss in whose heart,
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bhramantam madhuryair-ahaha! madayantam pura—janan

wandering with sweetness Oh! delighting  of the towns the people

bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi
I worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu  of bhajana of the tree  the root perpetually.

(8) T eternally worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root of the krsna-bhakti tree, who held the
supremely soft lotus-hand of His brother Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, whose heart became filled with
the highest bliss when the two brothers gazed into each other’s faces, and who wandered here and
there delighting the townspeople with His sweetness.

rasanam-adharam rasika-vara-sad-vaisnava-dhanam

of the rasa reservoir, of rasika of the most exalted vaisnavas  greatest treasure,

rasagaram saram patita—tati-taram smaranatah
of the rasa the storehouse the essence, f?lf many1 the liberation from remembering,
allen souls

param nityananddastakam-idam-apurvam pathati yas-

transcendental glorifying SriNityananda astaka this  unprecendented  recites who
tad-anghri—dvandvabjam sphuratu nitaram tasya hrdaye
His feet two lotus  may be manifested constantly his in the heart.

May Sri Nityananda Prabhu place His lotus feet in the heart of one who lovingly recites this unprece-
dented and supremely potent Nityanandastakam, which is the reservoir of rasa, the greatest treasure
of the most exalted of rasika Vaisnavas, and the storehouse of the essence of bhakti-rasa. It bestows
liberation to a fallen soul who simply remembers Nityananda's sublime qualities.

Sri Gadadharastakam
by Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami
[pafica-camara meter]

sva-bhakti-yoga-lasinam sada vraje viharinam
(Her) own in loving devotional service sporting, always in Vraja (as She) wanders,
hari-priya-ganagragam  saci—suta—priyesvaram

(damsels) beloved to Sri Hari of the the leader,  of Saci to the son of those the master,
associates dear

~ sa-radha-krsna-sevana—prakasakam mahdasayam
to Sr1 Radha together with Sri Krsna of the seva the manifester magnanimous,
bhajamy aham gadadharam  su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sr1 Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru  worshipable.

(1) That personality who eternally wanders in Vraja while playfully performing Her own loving devo-
tional service, (in other words, Sri Rédhé, who is non-different from Sri Gadadhara Prabhu) is the
chief among the beloved damsels of Sri Hari. As the foremost of the beloved associates of the son of
Saci (in other words, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu), he reveals th’e process of service to Sri Radha and Krsna.
I worship that magnanimous, exalted Pandita and Guru, Sr1 Gadadhara Prabhu.

navojjvaladi-bhavana—vidhana-karma-paragam
on the ever new the Ejjvala and the moods of, in the process of manifesting fully conversant,
other rasas

vicitra—gaura—bhakti-sindhu—rasa—-bhanga-lasinam
amazing to Sri Gaura of devotion within the ocean, of rasa in the waves  playing,
su-raga-marga—darsakam  vrajadi-vasa-dayakam
of the foremost path of raga-marga revealer, within the dhamas (like Vraja) of residence bestower,

bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru  worshipable.

(2) He is fully conversant with the process of manifesting the conceptions and moods of ever-fresh
ujjvala-madhura and other rasas. He is fully absorbed in sporting in the waves of rasa within the ocean
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of astonishingly variegated loving devotion to Sri Gaura Hari. He is the revealer of the foremost path
of raga-bhakti, and the bestower of residence in Sri Hari’s holy abodes, headed by Vraja. I worship
that exalted Pandita and Guru, Sr1 Gadadhara Prabhu.

saci-sutanghri-sara-bhakta—vrnda-vandya-gauravam

service to the feet of Saci-suta whose essence by the multitude of devotees worshipable and venerated,

gaura-bhava-citta-padma—madhya-krsna—vallabham

of Gaura which saturated of the lotus heart in the midst, Krsna B is his most beloved,
with bhava, (is situated),
mukunda-gaura-rupinam  sva-bhava-dharma-dayakam
to Mukunda in His golden form the nature of his own moods bestower,
bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru  worshipable.

(3) He is venerated and worshipped by the multitude of bhaktas who have taken exclusive shelter of
the lotus feet of Sri Sacisuta. Sri Krsna, who is splendidly situated within Sti Gaura Hari’s lotus heart,
which is saturated with bhava, is alone his dearmost beloved and very life. Sri Gadadhara Prabhu has
bestowed upon Mukunda, in His golden form as Sri Gaura Hari, the nature of the moods of his own
heart—in other words, Sri Radha’s loving devotion to Sri Krsna. 1 worship that exalted Pandita and
Guru, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu.

nikufija-sevanadika—prakasanaika-karanam

within the nikunja the nature of seva is to manifest whose sole purpose,
sada sakhi-rati-pradam  mahd-rasa-svarupakam
(who) always  of sakhis  rati bestows, of the madhura-rasa who is the original form,

sadasritanghri-pankajam  sarini-sad-gurum varam
always are taken shelter of whose lotus feet, who is the embodiment of the sad-guru most exalted,
bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru worshipable.
(4) His sole purpose is to manifest the nature of seva (to Sri Sri Yugala-Kisora) within the nikusija. He
always bestows rati for the moods and services of Srimati Radhika’s sakhis. He is the original form of

the foremost madhura-rasa. As the best of sad-gurus, he always provides the protection of his lotus feet
to those who take his shelter. I worship that exalted Pandita and Guru, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu.

mahaprabhor mahda-rasa—prakasanankuram priyam

of Mahaprabhu which manifests the topmost amorous rasa sprout beloved,

sada maha-rasankura—prakdasanadi-vasanam

always of the foremost rasa the support manifesting, etc. desirous of,

mahaprabhor vrajanganadi—bhava-moda-karakam
as relished by Mahaprabhu  of the wives of approve the delight  whose purpose (is to)
Vraja gopas, of conjugal moods

bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru worshipable.
(5) He is dear to Mahaprabhu for having become the sprout that burgeoned into (the tree of) maha-
rasa—the topmost madhura-rasa. At the same time, he always desires to assist in nourishing the sprout
of that mahd-rasa (in the heart of St Caitanya Mahaprabhu), and he therefore gives pleasure to Him

by assisting Him in relishing the bhavas of the vraja-gopis. I worship that exalted Pandita and Guru, Sri
Gadadhara Prabhu.

dvijendra—-vrnda-vandya-pada—yugma-bhakti-vardhakam

by the host of exalted brahmanas worshipable, unto the lotus feet (of Sri Hari) bhakti who increases,

nijesu radhikatmati—vapuh-prakdasanagraham
to those dear to him  as the personification  his own form to reveal (he is) determined,
of Sr1 Radhika
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asesa-bhakti-sastra-siksayojjvalamrta—pradam
out of the limitless bhakti-$astra  of the on the nectar who bestows,
instructions ujjvala-rasa

bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru worshipable.

(6) He promotes bhakti unto Sri Gaura Hari’s lotus feet, which are always worshipped by the host of
exalted brahmanas. He is eager to reveal his own form as non-different from Srimati Radhika to those
who are dear to him (his personal associates). He bestows the immortal nectar of yjjvala-rasa through
his instructions, which are extracted from the limitless bhakti-sastras. 1 worship that exalted Pandita
and Guru, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu.

muda nija-priyadika—sva-pada-padma-sidhubhir
out of glandness unto those who are of his lotus feet by the nectar,
dear to his heart

mahad-rasarnavamrta—pradesta—-gaura-bhakti-dam

of the great of rasa ocean  nectar tobe thatwhichis _ unto bhakti bestows,
bestowed cherished Sr1 Gaura

sadasta-sattvikanvitam  nijesta—bhakti-dayakam
always  of the eight together with unto His istadeva of bhakti He is the bestower,
sattvika-bhavas (St1 Gopinatha)
bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru worshipable.
(7) He joyfully bestows upon his dear associates the ambrosia of his lotus feet, together with the nec-
tar emanating from the great ocean of madhura-rasa and his own cherished gaura-bhakti. He is always

ornamented with the astasattvika-vikaras, ’and he awards devotion to his istadeva (Sri Gopinatha).
I worship that exalted Pandita and Guru, Sr1 Gadadhara Prabhu.

yadiya-riti-raga-ranga—bhanga-digdha-manaso
of his practices of raga in the pleasurable waves is immersed mind,
naro °pi yati turnam eva  narya-bhava-bhajanam

evenaman  attains  quickly  certainly = imbued with the bhava becoming recipient,
of the vraja-naris

tam ujjvalakta—cittam etu citta-matta—-satpado

that (state)  imbuded with of heart, certainly his mind (like) an intoxicated

ujjvala-rasa attains bumble bee,
bhajamy aham gadadharam su panditam gurum prabhum
I worship Sri Gadadhara, that exalted pandita and Guru  worshipable.

(8) One who drowns in the waves of His practices of raga-bhakti quickly attains the qualification
for the moods of the Vraja damsels, whose minds are like intoxicated bumblebees. Thus, the state
of his mind also becomes saturated with ujjvala-rasa. 1 worship that exalted Pandita and Guru, Sri
Gadadhara Prabhu.

mahada-rasamrta-pradam  sada gadadharastakam

of the great madhura-rasa the nectar which bestow, regularly this astakam in praise of Sri Gadadhara

pathet tu yah subhaktito vrajangana-ganotsavam

recites indeed who with pure devotion, of the mulitude of vraja-gopis the festival,

saci-tanuja—pada—padma—Dbhakti-ratna-yogyatam

of the son of Saci to the lotus feet for the jewel of bhakti eligiblity,
labheta radhika-gadadharanghri—-padma-sevaya
can achieve  of Sri Gadadhara who is non- to the lotus feet  (and) through service.

different from Srimati Radharani

(9) These eight verses in praise of Sti Gadadhara bestow the nectar of that great madhura-rasa, which
is the festival relished by the host of vraja-gopis. Indeed, one who regularly recites these verses with
pure devotion attains the service of the lotus feet of Sri Gadadhara, who is none other than Srimati
Radhika. Through this service, he can achieve eligibility for the jewel of bhakti to the lotus feet of
the son of Saci.





